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SUMMER---’78

Dna of the colder, wetter winter seasons in
recent years is now a memory of the past. The
weather has adopted a more agreeable demeanaor
and the warm temperatures and fair skies are
beckening us all to undartake the annual ritual
known as the summer vacation.

The military and clvillan members of TAC will
log countiess highway miles in their automobiles
and recreational vehicles during vacations and
the numerous PCS moves which occur during the
summer months. The urge to get as much 2njoy-
ment a5 poessible out of off-duty time is inescapa-
ble. Don't let this urge lead you imto proceeding
recklessly.

The off-duty activities which rank number one
and two in fatalities 10 Air Force personnel are
driving and water sports. | am convinced that if
we approach these and other recreational
activities with the respect which they dasarve,
we can drastically reduce our summertime loss
of life.

| urge you to take a few moments of your time
to carefully plan your wvacations and trips this
summer. Tha short plarming exercise will allow
you to anticipate many problems and take steps
to avoid them. Above all, your planning should
assure that you have the right equipment, safety
and otherwise, for whatever activity you plan 1o
undertake.

A moment’s inattention or carelessness could
lead to a less-than-enjoyable summer vacation,
Our off-duty time is well earned. We should
enjoy it to the utmost, =~

S, Colonel, USAF
Chief of SaYety
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On 28 Merch 1978, Major Fowler and Captain
MeCloud were flying F-BE aircraft engaged with
four F-18s In & Dissimilar Aerial Combat Tactics
(DACT] wraining mission near Eglin AFB, Florida.
Major Fowler was flying as pumber two on an
Aggressor upgrade mission. Captain MeCloud
was the nstructor pilot flying the lead aircrafy
The two pilots were in a faft turn, at 20,000 fem
and 1.2 Mach when Major Fowler s canopy sud-
denly shattered. He was sexaraly injured by flying
pleuglass causing the loss of his right aye and
greatly impairing the sigit of his left eye. Despita
the severa pain and shock, Major Fowler im-
mediataly recoverad his aircraft, initisted distress
colls, gave a position report to his flight lead, and
turned his aircrafy toward Eglin. Captain MeCloud
sifected a rejoin while directing and coordinating
smergenty reécovery procaduras with the contrall-
ing agencias and the Eglin AFB command post
Agjoining with Major Fowler, Captain McCloud
gave timely and acourate instructions on eltitude,
atitude, sirspead, and hesding o effent the safe
ragovitry of thiz wingman,

Despite his injuries, Major Fowler
demonstrated exceptional composure and
Birmanghip while simultancoudly maintaining air-
cralt control and regsponding to Information pro-
vided by his flight jead, He executed a periect
landing, taxied clear of the ruhway, and com-
pleted post-landing procadures prior to being
helped from the airmplane.

Major Fowler's and Captain McCloud’s exerm-
plary airmanship and flight coordination under
most serious conditiohs prevented loss of life and
the saving of a valuable aircraft,. Their perform-
ance qualilies them &8 the Tactical Air Com-
mand Aircrew of Distinction. —=.

TAC ATTACK

Maj Reymond D. Fowler
64 FWS-/'87 TTW
Nellis AFB, NV

Capt David J, McCloud
84 FWS/57 TTW
Nellis AFB, NV
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Throttle Stoppers

The F-4 migsion procesded normally until
afterburner termiriation on the takeoff leg. Tha
right threttle 'was difficull 10 move and would
bind when the pilot attempled (o retard (it balow
80% RPM. An emergency was declared, fuel was
burned down. and the gircraft maneuvered for
the landing paltern

Later attampts te frae the throttle (ossened it
anough so it could be retarded (o idle --
however, whan the dlg stop was reached, the
enging flamed oul. A successful restart was
made. shd the right throttle was laft at BO%
during the straight-in approgch and landing

What happened? the starter breech cap

came loose and |ammed under the throtile
crossaver shaft. The cap may have bﬂﬁ‘r‘l
improparly installed: however, no abnormalities
ware noted in preflight. Do your best on the
praflight and try to find the obvious things that
may cause you trouble

...interest items,
mishaps with
morals, for the
TAC aircrewman

Look OUT !

Two F-4s were gperating on a published low-
level route at 1,000 fear AGL when the wingman
called out. “traflic 51 12 o'clock level. 1 mile and
closing.” The flight lead was on a collision
course and pushed over. At the same time. the
canfilet aircraft, a yellow and white Cessna.
began a climbing right turn, The lead 74 pilot
astimated the miss distance to be less than 500
feet; and later stated that had heé nol seenm tha
aircraft and taken svasive action, there would
have baan a callision

The subsequent investigation revesled that the
rS5 responsible for the area was not aware ol
the F-4's presence even though the flight had
coordinated through the QPR for the route and
had made several calls on UMF two the FSS
without a reply;

This Ingident once agam proved that you have
to keep those eyehalls engaged whanevar youra
flyng.

JUNE 18978
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Those Terrible Thunderstorms
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THOSE TERRIBLE THUNDERSTORMS

| DOWNBURST AND GUST FRONT
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LOW-LEVEL WIND SHEAR

Analyses of several major aircraft accidents
over the past few years have established without
a doubt that low-|level wind shear assoclated
with thunderstorms can cause gircraft accidants
In some thunderstorms. extremely violant down-
drafts. called "dewnbursts.” plunge to the
ground from the upper levels of the siorm and
spread out at the surface producing hurricana
force winds. The leading edge of this wind field
15 called the gust front. It often precedes iis
parent thunderstorm by 5 10 10 miles. and 15
associated with ‘axtrerme wvertical and horizontal
wind shears making takeoff and landing rather
rnisky. Some gust fronts are guite extensive; but
mosi are short-pearicd. small-scale features
(gbout a mile wide) and thus provide little or no
warning of their existence. Since there are

22

seldom any rellable visual indicators of the loca-
tion of the gust front, you should always be
exira cautious when flying at low levels in the
viciniy of thunderstorms

AVOIDANCE

Thundersiorm activity |s prevalent over much
of the southern US during the summer, so
chances are good you'll encounter one of these
storms socon. I you wark closely. with weather
personnz| at your departure base or en routs
facility, follow the thunderstorm avoidanca rules
listed in AFR B0-16. and keep in mind what we
have presemed I this article, you're likely o
survive the thundarstorm season and will be
able to look forward to anolhar season of flying

Remember, the key word for all hazardous
weather phenomeana s “Avoidance” whenaver
possible —

JUNE 1978
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Warning: Bicycle riding can be hazardous to your health








MAJOR ACFT. ACCIDENTS »

AIRCREW FATALITIES >
TOTAL EJECTIONS

>
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS »

WINNERS OF USAF SAFETY PLAQUES FOR 1977 HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED.
OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ACTIVE TAC AND TAC-GAINED UNITS!
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